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 American Exceptionalism is the belief that the creation of the United States was 

somehow different, somehow unique, and somehow more righteous than the birth of other 

nations. The author of this project recognizes the concept’s prevalence and permanence within 

the History Academy and will use it as a vehicle to better understand, as presented in a 

previously submitted project proposal, its relationship to Gen. Benedict Arnold.   

As an Early American Public Historian, I am interested in memory and the creation of the 

American myth, especially during the Early Republic. Gen. Benedict Arnold, one of the 

most successful continental generals who became one of the United States’ most 

notorious traitors, was a key, contributing figure during this period. By looking at the 

location, frequency, and periodization of Arnold-related monuments, I hypothesize that 

we can gain a better understanding of his role, for good and/or bad, in myth and memory 

creation.1 

 

America’s national identity rests on the belief that it is exceptional, and as an exceptional 

nation, it has been, and will continue to be, enhanced by great men and women ranging from 

industrialists to innovators and from presidents and military leaders. But not all of these great 

 
1 As I worked to complete this final project, I needed to pull myself back from researching and writing my future journal 

submission. As can be seen in the attached bibliography, I did a significant amount of research to further my thinking about 

monuments, myth and memory, and the American idea of exceptionalism. As difficult as it was, I credit this welcomed challenge 

to a productive semester in GEO 383/683.  
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figures are celebrated for being heroes, some of them, like General Benedict Arnold, are 

memorialized for being antiheros. 

When one looks at how Arnold is presented and contextualized in monuments, observers 

can see that he is not only depicted in greater frequency as an American traitor, but because of 

his eventual defeat by the country he once served, has been memorialized as a reminder that 

individual greatness cannot undermine American ideals and traitors will be ultimately defeated. 

Additionally, during WWI, WWII, the bicentennial, and after, he is cast and recast as an antihero 

to remind Americans of this message and their exceptionalism.  

 

The data shows that the number of monuments mentioning Arnold, their placement 

logically occurs near geographies where Arnold served as a British or US citizen or general, 

increase in periods of war and patriotic fervor. Why is he more often cast as a traitor then an 

American hero? The author does not yet know that, nor does he know if the above selected 

chronological periods are effective indicators of American exceptionalism and why Arnold is an 

antihero, but for the purposes of this project, those questions will serve as opportunities for 

future scholarship. 
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General Benedict Arnold Monuments: 1830-1914 (WWI) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nation To WWI 

1830-1914 

Post WWI to 

WWII 

1915-1939 

Post WWII to 

Bicentennial 

1940-1976 

Post 

Bicentennial 

1977-2021 

British 3 4 17 22 

US 2 6 5 7 

Total 5 10 22 29 

 Arnold serving as a British general 

 Arnold serving as a US general 
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General Benedict Arnold Monuments: 1915-1939 (WWII) 
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General Benedict Arnold Monuments: 1940-1976 (Bicentennial) 
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General Benedict Arnold Monuments: 1977-2021 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Arnold serving as a British general 

 Arnold serving as a US general 
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Final Project Approach and Process 

This project marks the author’s first, formative steps in drafting a GIS inspired journal 

article submission to the American Historical Review, Journal of the Early Republic, William & 

Mary Quarterly, or a related journal focusing on early American history, GIS, memory and 

myth, or military history. In addition to best-practice foundational considerations – some of 

which included data quality, resolution, layering, symbology, and analytical effectiveness – 

presented in GEO 383/683, the creative process was also shaped by the above journals’ 

submission requirements.2 After generating multiple test maps, which proved difficult to 

interpret, I chose to separate the project’s data into the following four chronological periods: 

• 1830-1914 (Earliest monument to WWI), 

• 1915-1939 (Post WWI to WWII), 

• 1940-1976 (Post WWII to bicentennial), and 

• 1977-2021(Post bicentennial to the most recent monument). 

 

Once the revised data was entered into ArcGIS Pro, see Appendix I for more information, 

I was able to create the following map with Arnold-specific monument symbology associated 

with each chronological period: 

 
2 Text and image submission requirements for each listed journal can be found in Appendix II. 
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Once I had this more effective map, I was able to further consider how the data was relating to 

my hypothesis and the impact of each journals’ submission guidelines, especially their treatment 

of visual elements, on this project. I then realized that I needed to work more thoughtfully within 

the physical size limitations of each journal, choose an appropriate scale, and not forget that each 

association would print their final article in black and white.  

 My original project approach was to create a map that included historical map overlays, 

polygons of each of the thirteen colonies, geolocated battlefields, and military movements related 

to Arnold.3 But, because of the previously mentioned constraints, my proposed approach would 

generate a single map with a poor resolution level. So, I decided to only add markers, with 

corresponding nation-related symbology, associated with Arnold’s major battles: 

 

 
3 Many of my original options were inspired by conversations with Dr. Jane Read, Simone Yoxall, and Mr. John Olson.  
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This new map, which included Arnold monuments and battlefields, chronology, and the 

current national and state borders of the United States marked a significant step forward in the 

evolution of the project. 

 

My remaining step was to use the map as a template to create the project’s four, final 

chronological maps – all of which have similar base maps, symbology, referencing, coordinate 

systems, topology, labeling, etc. – to ensure the possibility of future publishing and the effective 

Battle Nation 

Capture of Ft. Ticonderoga US 

Battle of Quebec US 

Battle of the Cedars US 

Battle of Valcour Island US 

Battle of Ridgefield US 

Siege of Fort Stanwix US 

Battles of Saratoga (Bemis Heights and Freeman’s Farm) US 

Raid on Richmond British 

Battle of Blandford British 

Battle of Groton Heights British 
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advancement of my analysis. What began as an ambitious analytical project, an original idea 

possibility better suited for a story map, evolved into exciting visual opportunity for my future 

journal submission. 

To conclude, I celebrate the successful completion of this project, but recognize there is 

much to be done to properly contextualize the final four maps. Much of the analytical analysis 

presented in this document is scholastically unsupported – the biographical, historical, academic, 

and GIS texts and lecture materials were unconditionally informative guides – but will form the 

foundation for future research and scholarship. Some additional questions for consideration 

include:  

• How do scholars in the academy define and apply American exceptionalism to other 

historically influential figures, 

• Are the four periodized maps accurately representing key moments in American 

history and do they align with changes in popular opinion, 

• What additional contextualization is needed to better understand the motivation of 

Arnold monument creation and is him being cast as an anti-hero a correct or incorrect 

hypothesis, and 

• What are the unknowns needed to complete a future journal submission. 

 

These questions, and others to come, will be answered at a future date, but this project has been 

beyond additive to my current education and future authorship.  
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Appendix I 

Evolving Data Tables 
 

The latitudinal and longitudinal data originally proposed for this project was drawn from 

The Historical Marker Database.4 The database is a catalog of public history monuments cast in 

metal, carved on stone, or embedded in resin. The website is a searchable online catalog of 

historical information viewed through the filter of permanent outdoor markers, monuments, and 

plaques. It also contains photographs, inscription transcriptions, marker locations, maps, and 

commentary. My first step in compiling my data set produced an Excel spreadsheet that 

included: 

• A marker identification, 

• Monument title, 

• Year erected, 

• Latitude and longitude, 

• City, town, parish, and state. 

• Location, and  

• A URL from the Historical Marker Database.  

 

This first step produced the following Excel spreadsheet: 

 

 

 
4 See https://www.hmdb.org/.  
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After removing listings for duplicate markers and those that did not have a date or 

coordinate system, I generated the following data set: 

MarkerID 
Year 

Erected 

Latitude 

(minus=S) 

Longitude 

(minus=W) 
Link Nation 

1 1830 41.35497 -72.07947 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=18050  British 

2 1834 37.55459 -77.47328 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=16099  British 

3 1876 42.67735 -74.30171 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=52527  British 

4 1887 43.0084 -73.63928 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=9141  Neutral 

5 1896 42.6767 -70.83553 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=97170  US 

6 1912 44.31536 -69.77138 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=110856  US 

7 1916 44.14225 -73.36087 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=76010  US 

8 1916 45.15579 -69.95612 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=102371  US 

9 1927 42.76738 -73.6869 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=7250  US 

10 1928 44.61899 -73.44471 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=180200  US 

11 1929 43.84147 -73.38762 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=9449  US 

12 1931 37.23201 -77.39975 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=14565  British 

13 1932 41.02016 -73.94528 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=7294  British 

14 1932 42.80487 -73.72436 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=138976  US 

15 1932 39.66375 -75.65619 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=145051  British 

16 1938 37.21607 -77.08014 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=11654  British 

17 1941 43.61234 -73.17614 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=105475  US 

18 1941 36.9821 -76.62356 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=156924  British 

19 1947 37.48111 -77.1305 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=16807  British 

20 1948 36.82377 -76.50049 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=41076  British 

21 1949 41.09903 -76.80624 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=87581  US 

22 1952 41.28898 -73.92105 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=23356  British 

23 1953 33.9239 -84.84125 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=21034  British 

24 1953 41.45467 -82.71156 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=79098  British 

25 1953 41.298 -82.60587 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=90656  British 

26 1953 41.398 -82.55452 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=141647  British 

27 1953 41.42095 -82.36446 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=147774  British 

28 1956 33.5958 -83.4665 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=34449  US 

29 1959 42.39291 -73.70279 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=37479  US 

30 1961 43.66258 -73.52116 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=126225  US 

31 1962 36.84031 -76.29927 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=21043  British 

32 1962 36.83457 -76.3038 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=71739  British 

33 1963 38.89861 -79.31583 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=9264  British 

34 1963 41.57749 -74.08543 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=56698  British 

35 1965 41.59251 -74.08829 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=48669  British 

36 1966 43.42833 -73.72222 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=18102  US 
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http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=180200
http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=9449
http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=14565
http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=7294
http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=138976
http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=145051
http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=11654
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http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=156924
http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=16807
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http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=23356
http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=21034
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http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=9264
http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=56698
http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=48669
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37 1966 41.21787 -73.98646 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=165656  British 

38 1976 41.44117 -72.0165 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=140928  British 

39 1983 38.97536 -77.6672 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=1410  British 

40 1987 51.51873 -0.15811 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=109141  US 

41 1988 37.43816 -77.43877 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=16014  British 

42 1988 37.36931 -77.41784 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=16019  British 

43 1994 37.3197 -77.30685 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=11662  British 

44 1997 36.84027 -76.3018 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=21145  British 

45 1997 39.30066 -75.60877 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=39028  Neutral 

46 1997 37.32594 -76.99506 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=86171  British 

47 2000 41.13755 -84.58056 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=69009  British 

48 2001 41.34768 -73.78289 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=54280  British 

49 2001 41.37168 -73.75213 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=54284  British 

50 2001 41.3777 -73.724 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=54289  British 

51 2002 41.28388 -73.4989 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=23400  US 

52 2003 37.53201 -77.41934 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=1905  British 

53 2003 37.18573 -77.03179 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=35939  US 

54 2003 43.65545 -72.8871 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=78176  US 

55 2004 39.95246 -75.14841 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=9321  Neutral 

56 2004 38.46642 -78.0027 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=23962  British 

57 2005 37.43526 -77.32907 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=9607  British 

58 2005 37.23902 -77.37399 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=14552  British 

59 2005 37.23087 -77.39764 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=17633  British 

60 2007 37.40128 -77.38655 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=16303  British 

61 2009 44.94415 -73.35248 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=48732  US 

62 2013 40.72078 -74.96191 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=68830  US 

63 2014 36.9822 -76.62455 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=157052  British 

64 2016 37.43795 -77.43797 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=101036  British 

65 2016 37.33099 -77.19084 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=175928  British 

66 2017 44.61851 -73.44553 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=136672  US 

67 2018 37.54594 -77.45141 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=133691  British 

68 2018 42.26866 -88.84742 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=199799  British 

69 2021 40.91361 -74.03046 http://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=190753  British 

 

My next step, after considering the limitations generated from each of the journals’ 

submission requirements, was to use several of the texts listed in the attached bibliography to 

create a list of Arnold-related battles with longitude and latitude data from https://latitude.to/: 
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MarkerID Battle Latitude  Longitude  Nation 

A Capture of Ft. 

Ticonderoga 

43.838164 -73.386164 US 

B Battle of Quebec 46.809056 -71.201383 US 

C Battle of the Cedars 35.8473 -86.4016 US 

D Battle of Valcour Island 44.606306 -73.417497 US 

E Battle of Ridgefield 41.303167 -73.500831 US 

F Siege of Fort Stanwix 43.206333 -75.453147 US 

G Battles of Saratoga 

(Bemis Heights and 

Freeman’s Farm) 

42.992664 -73.635831 US 

H Raid on Richmond 37.6848 -84.2594 British 

I Battle of Blandford 37.234381 -77.3939 British 

J Battle of Groton Heights 41.353997 -72.075833 British 
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Appendix II 

Journal Submission Requirements 
 

 

American Historical Review 

 

 Publisher: American Historical Association 

  

 Journal size: 7 x 10 in. 

 

 Image submission requirement: No listed requirements 

 

Source: https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/american-

historical-review/article-submission 

 

 

Journal of the Early Republic 

 

 Publisher: Society for the Historians of the Early Republic 

  

 Journal size: 6 x 9 in. 

 

Image submission requirement: We encourage you to use illustrations and can 

accept either glossy photographs (preferred) or 300 

dpi TIF files. Supply each illustration with a 

caption, accompanied by a source line and such 

acknowledgments as are required. You are 

responsible for obtaining the necessary permissions 

in writing to publish the illustrations. 

 

 Source: https://jer.pennpress.org/about/author-guidelines/ 

 

 

William & Mary Quarterly 

 

 Publisher: Omohundro Institute 

  

 Journal size: 5.5 x 9 in. 

 

Image submission requirement: Authors are responsible for obtaining and paying 

for permissions to reproduce all illustrations in the 

journal (including the online version of the journal 

that is available to subscribers on Project Muse, 

which some archives may classify as a reuse for 

which a separate application must be made). 

Authors are required to send original artwork (color 
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images, if possible, for the online version) and 

copies of permission forms before the manuscript 

goes into production. Digital images should be of 

print quality, at least 300 dpi (at least 600 in order 

to use a detail of an image), in JPG, TIF, or EPS 

formats. Contact Jay Aja (jayaja@wm.edu) for 

instructions on transferring a high-resolution image 

that is too large for email. 

 

If at all possible, please supply an image (color, if 

possible, for the online version) of each page of the 

entire document. The next best choice is to provide 

a photocopy of the entire document. If one or more 

pages of the document in photographic form is/are 

included in the Quarterly, you will probably need 

permission from the owner or copyright holder and 

in addition may need to pay a fee for the photograph 

itself. 

 

The Quarterly will make every effort to reproduce 

the actual appearance of a document, supplemented 

where possible by illustration (see no. 3). Technical 

matters such as columns, strikeovers, ragged 

margins, orthographic peculiarities, and the like will 

be handled on an ad hoc basis while keeping in 

mind the need for readability and understanding. 

 

Source: https://oieahc.wm.edu/publications/wmq/submitting-

manuscript/preparing-manuscripts/ 

 

https://oieahc.wm.edu/publications/wmq/submitting-

manuscript/guidelines-for-preparing-historical-documents/ 
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